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met annually for this purpose. In Northern Rhodesia,
regional councils on which native administrations, urban
advisory councils, and welfare associations are repre-
sented have beer? set up. Provincial councils, on which
native authorities sit, have been established in Nyasaland
and on the Gold Coast.
(b) Local Native Councils (Kenya)
Local government in Kenya has developed on different
lines. Tribal institutions as they existed at the time of the
British occupation were considered unsuitable for use in
local administration, largely because their age-grade sys-
tem \vas not understood, and the Village Headmen
Ordinance of 1902 provided for the Appointment of
government headmen. Their main duties were to keep
order, arrest criminals, and repair roads. Later they were
given power to make rules on various subjects, such as the
maintenance of clean water supplies and the control of
liquor and infectious disease. In recent years they have
also been used to help in tax collection.
Public opinion has usually been consulted before ap-
pointing them. In some areas this has tended to favour the
best available man: in others, the appointment of a tra-
ditional chief.1
At first, headmen also tried petty cases among natives,
but they lost this power in 1907, and in 1913 native courts
were established. These differ from the traditional native
courts recognized elsewhere in two important ways: (i) the
area of their jurisdiction does not necessarily coincide with
tribal boundaries; and (ii) neither hereditary chiefs nor
headmen are ex-officio members, although they may some-
times be appointed as individuals. Court members are
1 It is worth noting that in spite of the long continuance of the
headman system customary chiefs retain much of their prestige, and
are often of value in helping to settle disputes among their own
people,                                                                             "        :